
Next week we have the joy 
of welcoming John Prid-
more, the ex-gangster con-
vert who spoke at our mis-
sion in Biddulph in 2014. 
He will be speaking at the 
end of each Mass. It’s also 
good news that the Francis-
can friars and sisters of the 
Renewal have agreed to 
come and do a Mission for 
us in Goldenhill in May. 

This week we welcome 
Jonny Leybourne to our 
parish, who is the new lay 
chaplain at St Margaret 
Ward, and also Francis 
Hillen who is the new lay 
chaplain at St John Fisher, 
Newcastle. They will both 
be living at Kidsgrove pres-
bytery once the renova-
tions are complete. Jonny 
will be linking up with our 
parishes as youth pastor. 
You will hear more about 
this in the coming weeks 
once he has settled in. 

It is good to be back for the 
start of a new pastoral 
year. I have had a wonder-
ful ten days of holiday in 
Devon, and was really 
blessed with good weather. 
It was a really restful time. 
It was good to be able to 
concelebrate the Masses in 
St Mary’s Barnstaple dur-
ing the time I was there, 
and helped out the parish 
priest by celebrating one of 
the Sunday Masses for him.  

During this coming term, 
we will have the visitation 
of the Archbishop on 4th 
and 5th November in our 
parishes. There are prepa-
rations to be made. The 
first is to pray for it. And 
so I ask as many as possible 
to come to the Station 
Mass at St Joseph’s  on 
Wednesday 13th at 7pm. 

We received the sad news, 
on Friday, of the death of 
Cardinal Murphy O’Con-

nor. We commend his soul 
to the Lord. I was also sad-
dened to hear, just before 
going away, of the death of 
Sr Mary Rosarii English of 
the Convent of Mercy in 
Newcastle. She was a great 
encouragement to me per-
sonally, especially around 
the time of my Ordination. 
Her funeral is at 11.30am 
at Holy Trinity, Newcas-
tle, on Tuesday.  Please 
pray also for Sister. 

Here’s a piece of good 
news! As you know I’m 
always complaining about 
how Ascension Day and 
Epiphany have been shifted 
from their proper days to 
the nearest Sunday. Rome 
has just issued a decree 
returning these feast days 
to their proper days. So, 
it’s the return of the Holy 
Days of Obligation next 
year! And two less moans 
each year from me. 

A WORD FROM THE PARISH PRIEST 

SAINT OF THE WEEK 
 St Gregory the Great 

540-604 
Gregory lived in a period 
of history which was trou-
bled and was a turning 
point in history. At the end 
of the Roman Empire, 
Gregory inspired the 
Church in the way in which 
it was to live in the coming 
age which involved the 
invasion of pagan tribes 
throughout the former 

Roman lands. As a monk, 
he saw that the monaster-
ies as centres of local com-
munities were key to keep-
ing the Christian faith, 
culture and learning alive, 
as well as serving the needs 
of people through care for 
the sick and education of 
the young. He was also 
foremost in developing the 
dignity and beauty of the 
Roman liturgy. 
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The Sacrament of Forgiveness (Confessions) 
Biddulph Sunday 8.30am 
Goldenhill Sunday 10.30am 
Kidsgrove Saturday 6pm 
Packmoor Sunday 6pm  
You may also request Confession from one of the priests at 
other times outside these advertised times. 

Saturday 2nd   6.30pm  Holy Mass of Sunday Ellen & George McHugh 

Sunday 3rd                  9.00am    Holy Mass  David Pooley 

Twenty-Second  11.00am   Holy Mass  People of the Parishes 

Sunday of the Year    6.30pm Holy Mass Jack Wallace 

Monday 4th  6.00pm   Holy Mass Special Intention (BMcG) 

Feria       

Tuesday 5th 8.30am    Eucharistic Adoration  

Feria 9.15am    Holy Mass Thanksgiving (Ss Anthony & Rita) 

   9.30am  Morning Prayer  

    2.15pm Holy Rosary  

Wednesday 6th   6.00pm  Reception of Body Marianne Slack RIP 

Feria  7.00pm   Reception of Body Peter Moran RIP 

  7.30pm   Holy Mass Peter Moran 

Thursday 7th   11.00am  Requiem Mass Marianne Slack RIP 

Feria  1.45pm   Requiem Mass Peter Moran RIP 

Friday 8th   9.30am  Holy Mass Private Intention 

Nativity of the     6.00pm Holy Mass Special Intention 

Blessed Virgin Mary       

Saturday 9th 9.15am    Holy Mass Special Intention 

St Peter Claver   6.30pm  Holy Mass of Sunday Teresa Foden 

Sunday 10th                9.00am    Holy Mass  Thanksgiving (Ss Anthony & Rita) 

Twenty-Third     11.00am   Holy Mass  Val & Michael Fryer 

Sunday of the Year    6.30pm Holy Mass People of the Parishes 

MASSES & SERVICES THIS WEEK 

PARISH REGISTERS 
Deaths 

Of your charity please pray for the 
soul of Marianne Slack. Requiem 
Mass for the repose of her soul will 
be offered on Thursday 7th Septem-
ber at 11am at St John’s followed bu 
interment at Tunstall cemetery. Her 
body will be received into church on 
Wednesday 6th at 6pm. 

Also for the soul of Peter Moran (of 
Colclough Lane). Requiem Mass for 
the repose of his soul will be offered 
on Thursday 7th September at 
1.45pm at St Joseph’s followed by 
interment at Tunstall cemetery. His 
body will be received into church on 
Wednesday 6th at 7.30pm. 

Also for the soul of Michael Pender.  
Requiem Mass for the repose of his 
soul will be offered on Monday 11th 

September at 11am at St Joseph’s. 

Also for the soul of Anne Minshall. 
Requiem Mass for the repose of her 
soul will be offered on Wednesday 
13th September at St John’s followed 
by interment at Tunstall cemetery. 
Her body will be received into 
church on Tuesday 12th at 5pm. 

Requiescant in Pace 
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PASTORAL 

Parish Priest’s Surgery  
The next Parish Priest’s surgery 
hour, when Fr Julian can be seen for 
any arrangements or enquiries, is on 
Monday 4th September at 7pm at St 
Joseph’s Presbytery. 

will meet again for a reunion on 
Wednesday 20th September at 7pm.  

What next with Alpha? Would all 
our Alpha leaders and helpers from 
all of our Alpha courses so far please 
come to a meeting, so that we can 
discern the way forward with Alpha, 
on Friday 22nd September at 7pm at 
St Joseph’s Presbytery? Please pray 
for God’s guidance so that we will 
know the right thing to do to move 
forward in offering Alpha in the near 
future. It will also be an opportunity 
to talk about other opportunities for 
evangelisation and renewal in our 
parishes. 

Divine Renovation Conference 
A group of parishioners is going to 
the Divine Renovation Conference 
with Fr James Mallon on parish re-
newal at St Mary’s University Twick-
enham from 18th to 19th October. If 
you would like to join us please see 
Fr Julian.  

RENOVATION 
John Pridmore Next Sunday, the 
ex-gangster convert John Pridmore, 
will be speaking at the end of each 
Mass. Being an invitational church is 
at the heart of our Renovation. So, 
why not think of someone who might 
respond to his message and invite 
them to come to Mass next week? 

Alpha Male Our men’s Alpha 
group finished the Alpha sessions in 
early August, and have now had the 
reunion. It was decided we would 
like to continue to meet to do anoth-
er project. So we will begin this new 
series of meetings on Saturday 30th 
September at 10am at St Joseph’s 
Presbytery. A ‘fixture card’ with 
dates and the subjects we will follow 
will be available soon! 

English Martyrs’ Alpha Thanks to 
everyone who has been part of the 
small Alpha group at Biddulph. We 

APC Station Mass There will be a 
Deanery Mass at  St Joseph’s on 
Wednesday 13th September at 7pm. 
The Mass will be a Votive of the Holy 
Spirit, for the beginning of the school 
year, and to pray for the forthcoming 
Deanery Visitation. We need volun-
teers to offer tea and coffee after the 
Mass. Please let Fr Julian know if you 
are a willing helper! 

Colwich Retreat Day All ladies 
from the parishes are welcome to 
join the UCM on their annual retreat 
to Colwich Abbey on Sunday 24th 
September. There will be a coach to 
pick you up at St Joseph’s at 8.45am. 
The cost is £10 and you will need to 
bring your own lunch. Please contact 
Cathy Hancock for more information 
on 07929 213849. 

YOUNG PEOPLE 

SOCIAL & OUTREACH 

Youth Pilgrimage to Rome The 
pilgrimage to Rome for secondary 
school age children and sixth for-
mers. There has had to be a change to 
plans, and this pilgrimage will now 
be during the Easter holidays next 
year.  We need to get a good idea of 
who is definitely going so please con-
tact Fr Julian. The next planning 
meeting will be on Sunday 16th July 
at 5pm at St Joseph’s.  

 

Health & Safety Training Fr 
Hudson’s Care have organised health 
and safety training for its volunteers 
and there are a places available on the 
course if anyone from the parishes 
would like to attend (you do not have 
to be a Fr Hudson’s volunteer). This 
is particularly for those who do prac-
tical work around the parishes. The 
training session will take place at the 
Sacred Heart Centre, Hanley on 15th 
September, 10am to 12noon and is 
free of charge. To book a place please 
contact Matt on 07587 034299. 

Friendship Club The Friendship 
Club for older people is going to be 
changing the day on which it meets. 
Wednesdays have become difficult as 
the Town Hall is used by another 
group on that day. We are moving 
our Club meeting to Tuesdays, start-
ing this month. So it will be on the 
last Tuesday of the month, which this 
month is 26th September, at the usu-
al time of 2pm. Keep the date free! 

 

One of the main pastoral roles of the 
Archbishop is to make visitation of 
the Diocese, to support the faith of 
Catholics and to assess the pastoral 
needs of his Diocese for the future. 
The Visitation of the North Staffs 
Deanery is taking place from 3rd 
October to 23rd March 2018. Dur-
ing the Visitation, His Grace will 
come to our parishes on the 
weekend of 4th and 5th No-
vember. He will preach at each 
Mass and will want to meet with 
parishioners during the visit. As it is 
important that we be present for the 
Visitation, parishioners are asked to 
try to keep this time free so as to be 
able to come to Mass and meet with 
the Archbishop. We will also partici-
pate in the opening and closing of the 
Visitation. The opening event will be 
Vespers at St Joseph’s Burslem on 
Tuesday 3rd October at 7pm. We 
need 10 parishioners from each of 
our churches. Sign up lists will be 
available next week, so that we can 
ensure a good participation. There 
will also be a closing Mass on Friday 
23rd March 2018 at 7pm at Holy 
Trinity, Newcastle. You will hear 
more about the Visitation process 
over the next few weeks, as we pre-
pare for it. Please try to come to the 
Deanery Mass on Wednesday 13th 
September at 7pm at St Joseph’s 
Goldenhill to pray for it. 

V ISITATION 



Entrance Antiphon: Have mercy on me, O Lord, 
for I cry to you all day long. O Lord, you are 
good and forgiving, full of mercy to all who call 
to you. 
Psalm Response: For you my soul is thirsting, O 
Lord my God. 
Gospel Acclamation: [Alleluia, alleluia.] May the 
Father of our Lord Jesus Christ enlighten the eyes 
of our mind, so that we can see what hope his call 
holds for us. [Alleluia.] 
Nicene Creed 
Preface Ordinary Sundays VI  
Eucharistic Prayer I 
Acclamation:  When we... 
Communion Antiphon: How great is the goodness, 
Lord, that you keep for those who fear you. 

FUNDRAISING  
Collections  
Biddulph/Packmoor Gift Aid 
£302.01, Non Gift Aid £127.75. 
Total £429.76.  
Goldenhill Gift Aid £159.50, Non 
Gift Aid £176.55. Total £336.05.  
Kidsgrove Gift Aid £232.50, Non 
Gift Aid £141.23. Total £373.73.  

Goldenhill & Kidsgrove 200 
Club Goldenhill & Kidsgrove 
This week’s draw: 1st Prize £20, 
No.3 B Cunningham; 2nd Prize £10, 

Thinking about the Gospel 
Matthew 16:21-27   

What Jeremiah learns in his weakness, in today’s first reading, Jesus 
states explicitly in the Gospel. To follow Him is to take up a cross, to 
deny yourself— your priorities, preferences, and comforts. It is to be 
willing to give it all up, even life itself, for the sake of His gospel. As Paul 
says in today’s Epistle, we have to join ourselves to the Passion of Christ, 
to offer our bodies—our whole beings—as living sacrifices to God. The 
only thanks we can offer God is our spiritual worship—to give our lives 
to the service of His will. Peter doesn’t yet get this. The cross is a stum-
bling block for Peter. This too is our natural temptation—to refuse to 
believe that our sufferings play a necessary part in God’s plan. That’s how 
people think, Jesus tells us today. But we are called to the renewal of our 
minds—to think as God thinks, to will what He wills. In the Mass, we 
once again offer ourselves as perfect and pleasing sacrifices of praise. We 
bless Him as we live, confident that we will find our lives in losing them, 
that with the riches of His banquet, our souls will be satisfied. 

No.177 J Grandfield; 3rd Prize £5, 
No.37 H Kent. Just a Reminder that  
monthly, quarterly and annual subs 
are due this week. The annual draw 
will take place after mass at St Jo-
seph’s today and the names of the 
winners will be published in next 
weeks bulletin. 

Sponsored Run Ashley Maughan is 
running the Stoke 10k Run on 10th 
September in aid of St Joseph’s and 
UCM funds. Please see Jo or Michael 
at the end of Mass to sponsor Ashley. 

Parish Pilgrimage to Rome & 
Assisi  

Parish Pilgrimage to Rome & 
Assisi From Saturday 21st  to Friday 
27th October we are offering a pil-
grimage to Rome and Assisi. Price is 
£819 per person (sharing). Single 
room supplement is £180. Half 
board basis. Itineraries and booking 
forms are now available from the 
Parish office or the parish website. 
There are only a limited number of 
places still remaining, so hurry and 
get your booking forms and deposits 
in! 

Sanctuary Lamps 
This week the lamps in the churches are 

for: 
St Johns: Special Intention (TC); 
Sheila Baron; Joan Gilligan 
St Joseph’s: Gladys Summerfield 
The lamp burns all week—minimum 
donation £5. Please see Fr Julian (or 
Tony Giannasi for St John’s) to arrange. 

Twenty-Second Sunday in Ordinary Time (A) 
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Our Lady of Grace Partnership Safeguarding Team 

Each of our churches has a dedicated safeguarding representative, though all of 
our reps meet and work together alongside the Parish Priest. If you have a con-
cern about the welfare or safety of a child or vulnerable adult during a parish 
event or activity, please contact one of the safeguarding reps, or alternatively 
contact the Diocesan Safeguarding Office on cpo@rc-birmingham.org or call 
0121 230 6240. Our reps for each church are: 
English Martyrs: Mary Lomas  St John’s: Brenda McGough 
St Joseph’s: Suzanne Meakin  St Patrick’s: Peter Whitehouse 
Their contact details are available on the noticeboard. If you are ever concerned 
for the immediate safety of a child or vulnerable adult please call the police. 

SOAP! 
We all need to get into reading the Bible regularly. A plan for reading is a great start. You could just start a Gospel your-
self, and read a little each day. Or maybe take the daily Gospel reading from Mass. SOAP is a way to get more from read-
ing. You’ll need a little notebook, at least 10 minutes and then follow these steps: 
S—is for Scripture. Read the passage you have chosen slowly. Which verse stands out? Write it out in your notebook. 
O—is for Observation. What do you see in these verses? What words are repeated? What idea stands out to you? 
A– is for Application. What is God challenging you to do based on this passage? What changes do I need to make? 
P—is for Prayer. Speak to God. Do you need help with obeying the word? What do you want to say to God? Say it!  


